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A Lutheran church in Astoria was dreamed of by the Norwegian immigrants 
early in the 1870’s but attempts to organize met with little success. 


The entire population of the town did not exceed 2000, of which few were 
Scandinavians. Upper Astoria consisted of a handful of houses, located mostly in 
the two blocks between Thirty-first and Thirty-fourth Streets and scattered along 
the river bank. The only means of getting down town was by boat. Streets were 
unknown, The one occupation of the men was fishing in small sailing boats on the 
Columbia River. Nearly twenty fish canneries were strung along the shore. 


Colonel John Adair, who had received a donation land claim from the govern- 
ment, had laid out a townsite separate from the rest of Astoria and organized a city 
government. He called this the Port of Upper Astoria, and as such it is still recorded 
in the county books. It was here that Colonel Adair established the first U. S. cus- 
tom house in the Pacific Northwest. 


In 1876 the Norwegian Lutheran Synod of America sent Reverend and Mrs. 
Emil Christensen and their family out west to help in the development of the Lu- 
theran church on the coast. As a young man the Rev. Mr. Christensen had been 
the first permanent pastor in the Dakotas where he had served since 1867. It took 
them eight days and nine nights by train from Omaha to Sacramento. San Fran- 
cisco did not have trains at that time. From San Francisco they took the steamer 
Ajax to Portland, where they stayed a while before coming to Astoria. 


They built their home here, a part of which still stands as part of another house 
at 1634 Grand Avenue. This was the center of our church activities in the far west. 
Reverend Christensen was the only minister of our synod north of San Francisco 
and west of the Rocky Mountains. He held services here about once a month, divid- 
ing the rest of his time among the various parts of the Pacific Northwest. 


On January 27, 1877 the Scandinavian Evangelical Lutheran congregation was 
organized, Those who signed up as members at the first meeting were: Bernhart 
Borgesen, Gilbert Christiansen, Mads Knutsen, Tobias Brude, Amund Monsen, Cato 
Parelius and Ole Garnos. Brude was elected chairman and Reverend Christensen, 
secretary. Reverend Christensen was unanimously elected to serve as pastor for the 
congregation. Some of those who later signed up as members were: Aug. Olson, 
John Lawson, Gust Holmes, Jens Jacobson, F. I. Blichfeldt, Edvard Espensen, O. K. 
Melby, Zacharias M. Christensen, Martin Peterson, John A. M. Josephson, Lars 
eee Oigaard, Solvfest Anderson, Arne Olsen, Niels Nielsen, L. Hagen, Oluf 

edersen. 


During Reverend Christensen’s stay we find the names of many men and women 
whom he baptized. A few of them are: Caroline Young, Carl Knutsen, Tobias Wal- 
ter Christensen, a son of the Rev, and Mrs. Emil Christensen, and Jasper Albert 
Pedersen, son of Oluf Pedersen. Mr. Pedersen’s name is also listed among the 


communicants of November 11, 1877 and he was a member until his death in more 
recent years. 


Reverend Emil Chris 





In a pamphlet, written by Mrs. Emil Christensen during the last years of her 
life she wrote: 


“It may be of interest to my Astoria friends to know that we started 
the first Trust and Savings Bank in Upper Astoria. It was right in our 
home and was “trust and savings” in the true sense of the words. Trust was 
the feeling the depositors had toward us, a confidence we much appreciated, 
and the savings were the small earnings of the fishermen, which they 
placed with us for safekeeping. 


“I took care of the vault, which was a small walnut box that was kept 
in my Dakota dresser. I kept the key. The bank rules were: Each depositor 
had his roll of bills wrapped carefully in paper with his name and the 
amount contained written on the roll. The other rule was silence. 


“I, also, want to tell you of my dearest memory picture from Astoria. 
It is of the light house on the opposite side of the Columbia River, at Fort 
Canby. This light could be plainly seen from my window, and I shall never 
forget the comfort I took many a dark, dreary, rainy evening, watching 
the never-failing light over there. The darker the night the brighter it 
shone, and I felt that when anything taken care of by human hands could 
prove so faithful, how could our hearts give room for any doubt in our 
Heavenly Father keeping His promises. ‘Commit thy ways unto the Lord; 
trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.’ ” 


It is interesting to note from the history of Astoria during this period that an 
agreement was reached by Colonel John Adair, John Shively, John McClure and 
the other settlers whereby the governments of Astoria and the Port of Upper Astoria 
were united. In 1882 a planked roadway following the present Franklin Avenue 
and continuing along the Scow Bay shoreline was built, thus linking the two sec- 
tions of town. D. H. Welch brought suit several times against the city for building 
this road on what he believed to be his private property. 


On the 7th day of September, 1884, a meeting was held for the purpose of or- 
ganizing a Norwegian Lutheran congregation, Present were Reverend Engh, A. T. 
Brakke, the Settem brothers, Peder Brown, Berg Helgesen, Kristensen, and Halvor 
Bjeldenes. They organized and called themselves the Norwegion Evangelical Lu- 
theran congregation of Astoria, and on October 2, 1884, the articles of incorporation 
were formally adopted. It seems strange that not one of the former members were 
mentioned as being along in this organization. The congregation has existed contin- 
uously through the years since that date. 


Rev. Hagbart Engh, who came here from Portland, called the ladies together 
that same fall and they organized a Kvindeforening. Mrs, A. T. Brakke was the 
first president and their first plans were for an auction which was held at the 
home of Mrs. L. G. Haaven when $14.00 was realized. This money was used to pur- 
chase material for a bazaar. Among the charter members were Mrs. P. H. Johnson, 
Mrs. Jens Nielsen, and Mrs. B. J. Settem who all gave long lives of faithful service 
in the church, In 1934 the Ladies Aid recognized them by presenting to each a Life 
Membership in the Women’s Missionary Federation, 


During the next 14 years the congregation was served by a number of pastors. 
Rev. Hagbart Engh served in 1884, Rev. Hove or Haave in 1890, Rev. Levorsen in 
1891, Rev. Nissen in 1893, and Rev. Tonnesen 1894-86. Some of those who joined 
the congregation are: Mrs. Randi Olson, Theodor Siverson, Adolf Siverson, Erik 
Hauke, Lars Torvik, Jens Nielsen, Knud Sater, and Theodore Fredricksen. 


One of the above pastors was granted a leave of absence to go east, but stayed 
away too long. When he returned to his home in Scow Bay a pastor from the Con- 
ference had taken possession. There was then much dissension and misunderstand- 
ing and strife. As elsewhere, a flock divided against itself must necessarily suffer. 
The chapel on Franklin had been sold to the Free Church. Meetings were held in 


aetna of the West Coast Canning Company, Clatsop Mills, or the IXL 
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Charter Members of the Ladies Aid: 
Mrs. Jens Nielsen, Mrs. P. H. Johnson, Mrs. B. J. Settem 


The congregation looked for a proper building site and in 1888 acquired such 
property at 59th and Grand Avenue. On May 8, 1893 the new church was used for 
the first time. Rev. Nissen was serving at that time. The congregation rejoiced that 
they were at last able to worship in their own building. The lumber for the church 
was carried up the hill on the backs of the men, They first built where the parson- 
age later was erected, a plain chapel without tower or basement. In 1900 the lower 
part of the lot was graded, and the edifice moved. The basement, tower, and back 
part that contained the altar were then added to give it its completed appearance 
for the next half century. 


In December of 1897, Rev. O. M. Holden arrived, and to his tireless and earnest 
endeavor we owe to a great extent for the splendid foundation for our later church 
work, He organized the Sunday School, started the church choir and added ladies 
organizations to the church. Unfortunately he contracted a serious disease and had 
to give up his call after six or seven years. 


Rev. H. W. Sorenson served the congregation briefly, was relieved by Rev. 
Aaberg, and later Rev. Sorenson returned to finish his service. During his day a 
parsonage was built, the church moved, the streets graded and other improvements 
made. 


In 1906 the congregation called Rev. T. P. Neste, and during his long stay of 15 
years, a continued and happy progress was made in membership, increased general 
activities of the church, and in steady improvement of the church property. The 
Ladies Aid assumed the $1700 debt on the parsonage and paid it. The Girls’ and 
Boys’ league, and one and sometimes two church choruses also functioned. The 
gallery was built, the altar and altar painting, baptismal font, carpet on the floor, 
and the bell all were purchased in these years. 


Times were now more prosperous, and the work advanced steadily. Industries 
had increased the pay rolls and attracted many to the community. Astoria was at 
its zenith as far as city life went. 


When, in 1919, the Women’s Missionary Federation of the NLCA was organized 
at Tacoma, Washington the local Kvindeforening sent delegates and thus became 
charter members. This is the oldest Ladies Aid in our church on the Pacific Coast. 
Mrs. M. A. Christensen, whose husband later served the Astoria church, was the 
first Pacific District president of the Federation and Mrs. T. P. Neste, pastor’s wife 
here at the time, was elected the first Oregon Circuit president, 


A fire destroyed the Hammond mill, located in Alderbrook, and when the com- 
pany decided to move to Garibaldi rather than rebuild here, many of our people 
moved out of town. 


A great many of the congregation were fishermen. Columbia River salmon was 
one of the leading commercial industries, and now, this, also, was not up to the 
prosperous seasons of former years. Many who had built their homes and were 
owners of boats and fishing outfits transferred their activities to Alaskan waters or 
became trollers in the Pacific Ocean. 


Until 1906 all church services and other activities had been carried on in the 
Norwegian language. Some of the American born were turning elsewhere to wor- 
ship in English. Those coming from homes across the sea insisted on services in the 

mother tongue” while those born here wanted the language of this country, Rev- 
erend Neste began the practice of preaching in English one Sunday a month shortly 
after arriving here. Later pastors preached every other Sunday in English. About 
1940 Reverend Gulhaugen cut this down to one Sunday of Norwegian a month and 
eo eedually gpopDes eae pee oar services were all carried on in English. We 
W have many faithful members who are Scandinavi ' ose | egi 
Sec Cae ee andinavian or those of Norwegian 


Reverend and Mrs. Neste accepted a call to Spokane, Washington in 1921 and 
that same year Reverend and Mrs. Carl Losen became their successors. 





Reverend O. M. Holden 


en a terrible fire broke out in a hes ene 
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Merianstie Ppa ON who were forced to move to other locations. This, of course, 
was reflected in the affairs of the church. 


They had not lived here long wh 


i i i i i ton Kvistad and 
tob f 1922 fifteen girls met with their advisors, Mrs. An L 
Mrs see ocan and started the Girls’ Guild. Their first officers were pn 
Rasmussen (Mrs. Carl Kvistad), president; Ruby Olson (Heikkala), MACS ae out 
Olga Hauke (Mrs. Joe Henningsen), secretary; and Grace Rasmussen (Mrs. en 
Johnson), treasurer. This group has continued as an auxiliary society of the church, 
known today as the Senior Guild. 


; : : ; mee Cannecon 
During the five years the Losens were in Astoria additional work was 
the EST Plastering, painting, new furnace, new light fixtures, and a new foun- 
‘dation were completed. 


In 1927 Rev. M. A. Christensen accepted the call to the church where his hon- 
ored father and mother had labored as pioneers. During his first year he started 
home mission work by conducting a Sunday School and confirmation class in 
Fernhill. 


He, also, organized the first Junior Choir of about fifteen members. in 1927. 
This choir was led by him and later continued by his daughter, Mrs. Theodore 
Gulhaugen, when her husband was called here. Mrs. Gulhaugen first directed a 
sextet and later expanded it into a full choir. They sang for church services once a 
month and put on an annual concert each spring. Offerings from these concerts 
were given to start a “ Door Fund” for a new church. This was one of the first 
moves to start people thinking about the necessity for a new church, The Sunday 
School later continued this project and contributed certain finishings in the build- 
ing. The Junior Choir, led by different lay persons has continued in existence to 
the present time. When this was written there were over twenty girls and boys 
in the group, who, led by Mr. Bjarne Thomassen, have sung all year at each church 
service. 


In 1932, the Sunday School superintendent, Mrs. M. A. Christensen decided 
that the school had increased in size until it needed to be divided into two divi- 
sions. The Primary department was organized by Mrs. F. M. Christensen assisted 
by some of the high school girls of the church, Today our Sunday School has grown 
until some one recently, who saw the children pouring out of the building Sunday 
morning remarked, “We have a children’s church.” We have classes now from the 
three-year olds through high school, with an adult class taught by the minister. 
Every inch of the old church was used and four classes met in the parsonage. All 
look forward to using individual class rooms, the Sunday School chapel in the 
dining room and the kindergarten department in and opening off of the Luther 
League room, In the 30’s all but about four teachers were young girls; today our 
twenty teachers and secretary are all well-trained adults. Each month the teachers 
meet in a well-attended session to conduct the business of the school and to study. 
We have been self-supporting and make it a practice to send our large offerings 
from Christmas and Easter to Lutheran World Action and other missionary causes. 
Since 1948 we have given white Bibles for perfect attendance with additional prizes 
for more years of perfect records. A large percentage of our Sunday school owns 
white Bibles. Our average attendance, which we hope to improve in the new 
church home, is 200. Sunday school continues for nine months with a Children’s 
Church conducted each Sunday during the summer. An annual Church picnic is 
sponsored by the children. 


The Girls’ Guild, by 1932, had grown so large and with such a wide variance 
of ages that it was thought best to divide it into two groups. The original members 
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Reverend and Mrs. Theo. P. Neste 


all others over twenty one years of age were formed into the Senior Guild. 
rhe younger girls a anieed a Junior Guild. Later, when the Lutheran ee 
of the Reformation were organized in the NLCA they became a local chapter. Mrs. 
Anton Kvistad was their first adviser. Olga Henningsen and Nora Bue were, also, 
advisers. They continued in existence until 1939 when lack of interest among the 
younger girls caused them to disband. 


One of the missionary efforts of 1935 causes us to chuckle as it is recalled. Dur- 
ing the summer a Onin box was packed by the Ladies Aid for our Alaska 
Mission. We had been requested to wrap all parcels separately. The committee 
packed the packages that had been left in the church kitchen and mailed them. 
When fall activities commenced the Ladies’ Aid dish towels and the Senior Guild’s 
new tablecloths could not be found. Every one tried to locate them. Finally it was 
decided that the men who had painted the church that summer had used them for 
“painting rags.” 


When a “Thank you” letter finally arrived from Rev. Elmer Dahle, Shismareff, 
Alaska, it included these words: “Why have not other organizations thought that 
we here at the outposts of Missions might enjoy stacks of dishtowels and beautiful 
tablecloths.” Our towels and tablecloths, still wrapped as they had come from the 
laundry and left on the kitchen table, had been erroneously included in the box 
for Alaska. No one regretted the unplanned gifts. 


We remember the early thirties as bad depression years, when there was little 
work or money, but people had time to visit. The minister’s salary was $900 a year 
and some months he wasn’t paid. Ladies Aid contributions to the church dropped 
from $700 to $175 on their lowest year. 


Reverend Christensen was forced to retire from the ministry in 1936 by ill 
health and was succeeded in Astoria by his son-in-law, Rev. Theodore Gulhaugen. 


During Reverend Gulhaugen’s stay the kitchen of the church was enlarged 
and remodelled through the combined efforts of the Ladies Aid and the Senior 
Guild. An inside stairway was built to the church nave. The parsonage was much 
improved by digging and putting in a cement basement with furnace, building in 
the kitchen and breakfast room, and taking out the partition between the living 
and dining rooms. 


Astoria was again becoming a prosperous city as tuna and shark liver fishing 
were developed for the trollers. Tongue Point, which had previously been given 
_ to the government for a naval base, but up until then had not been developed, was 
activated. The willow-covered picnic ground where we had held Sunday School 
picnics was graded, paved and became an air port, Much building and development 
made additional jobs. Houses and apartments that had stood idle were filled. The 
navy had come to Astoria. New people came to our church, some for brief stays, 
others to remain permanently. 


In 1940 Norway was invaded. This was sad for many of our people who had 
been raised in “the old country”. The Ladies Aid voted to cut down on their Aid 
refreshments and to ask the hostesses to give the difference to “Norway Relief’. 
Much sewing and knitting was done to send across the seas. A prayer service was 
held for the people of Norway in commemoration of the first invasion anniversary. 


We, also, helped serve at the USO. When our bo t : 
sented with a hymn book by the Aid and Guild. TE aa aa hae mS ee 





Reverend Carl Losen and Family 





The Building Fund! The first contribution toward the new building was given 
by Mrs. P. H. Johnson, who willed it to the church. Other gifts were given as 
memorials to relatives and friends. The 1945 records of the Ladies Aid show that 
money earned by the women and $50 received from sale ofa crocheted bedspread 
by Mrs. M. A. Christensen was given to the fund. That fall the first of many united 
efforts of the Ladies Aid and Guild, a bazaar, was given and netted $1,025. Hach 
year thereafter joint bazaars were held with the Alderbrook Guild, now organized 
and doing their share. Led first by the untiring efforts of the women of the church 
the people gradually got behind the drive to raise money to build. Pledges were 


made and regular or special-occasion contributions given. 


The Alderbrook Guild was organized on January 25, 1945 with Mrs. Joe Peschl, 
president; Thelma Walthers, Secretary-Treasurer and a total membership of five 
members. This group have as their special project children’s work in the church. 
They have made babies and children’s clothes and toys for the bazaars, sponsored 
vacation Bible School, entertained the Junior Choir, helped the Luther League 
and made towels, embroidered with the church’s name, to be given to each baby 
baptised. Their number has grown until they are now as large as the Senior Guild 
and take their part in all women’s activities. 


The year of 1947 marked the 70th anniversary of the founding of the church, 
A pot-luck dinner was served at noon after the morning’s service when gifts 
were laid on the altar for the Building Fund. 


The Couples Club was organized on June 13, 1947. There were eight couples 
present and Robert Prepula was elected president, Myron Bue, vice-president 
and Hazel Henningsen was chosen secretary-treasurer. This group is made up of 
the younger married couples of the congregation, One of their largest projects has 
been to purchase a movie machine with sound tract. They have earned the money 
for this by paper drives and by selling memorial plates of the church on 29th and 
Grand. 


Reverend and Mrs. Gulhaugen left the Astoria church early in 1948 to accept 
a call to North Sacramento, California. We were fortunate in securing the services 
of Reverend Leonard Kutz of the Missouri Synod, who was the Director of the 
Lutheran Service Center at the time, as a fill-in pastor. He conducted services and 
confirmed the class in June, When the Service Center was closed Reverend Kutz 
accepted ia call in his own synod near Portland. 


Reverend and Mrs. Hjalmer Storaasli and daughter Joanne came to us in 
November of 1948 from Mt. Vernon, Washington. Reverend Storaasli has served, 
not only as pastor, but as chairman of the Building Committee throughout our 
building program. 


The Luther League has had an organization for many years. Usually this in- 
cludes all young people of confirmation and high school age. They carry on a study 
and social program ‘and help with church activities as they are able. 


It is with thanks that we include the senior choir in our records. It, too, has 
functioned almost continuously through the winters in providing music for church 
services and special choral numbers for festive occasions. 


On June 15, 1950, eleven men organized a Brotherhood. Their fi 1 
were Kenneth Wolz, president; Ferdinand Christensen, vice’precdent: Sn Renser 
Berg, secretary-treasurer, Previous attempts had been made to have ‘a brotherhood 
but without too much success. This time the men decided on having dinner meet- 
ings and asked the three ladies’ groups to take turns in serving them. This has been 
done with an occasional potluck meeting for families, At the second meeting of 
the group Mr. Wolz announced that he was resigning as he was moving from town 
and Mr. Christensen finished the year as president. About thirty men now attend 
pete ee enna end Goa ey contribution has been the help that the men 
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Reverend and Mrs. M. A. Christensen 


The Women’s Missionary Federation was formed by all of the women of our 
church on June 20, 1951. Until this date our three ladies auxiliary groups had all 
belonged to the WMF, carrying on separately the various misssionary projects. of 
the federation and making separate reports to the Circuit and District bodies. Now, 
our women, who had worked together on bazaars, rummage sales and other money- 
making ideas, felt that all women members of the church, whether they were in 
other societies or not should be united in the Missionary Federation work. It was 
with joyful hearts that old and young united in His Name to promote and stimu- 
late love for the great mission of the church: making all nations disciples of Jesus 
Christ and to disseminate knowledge of, and to aid prayerfully and financially the 
activities of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, with special emphasis upon its mis- 
sionary program; and to support ‘the local congregation and its activities.” 


Mrs. Joe Henningsen, the first president, is credited by the women as being 
the one whose leadership, untiring effort, and prayers brought this union to pass. 
Her supporting officers were Miss Frances Gustafson, vice-president; Mrs. O. 
Wrausmann, secretary; and Mrs. Robert Paschall, treasurer. 


During Reverend Storaasli’s stay with us the work has progressed, the mem- 
bership increased, plans submitted by E. Isaacson, architect, for the new church 
accepted, a lot bought, cleared and excavated and the building erected. By the end 
of 1952 we were able to say that all property, excavating, first contract for exterior 
of the building, plumbing, windows, etc. were practically done and paid for and 
the work on the interior was progressing with our men donating the labor. The 
Building Committee, with members representing all organizations of the church, 
has worked in planning, guiding, and co-ordinating these efforts under the faithful, 
untiring leadership of Reverend Storaasli. So much of labor, time and money has 
been contributed that it is impossible to give credit to all. Each in his own way has 
“let his light so shine” and contributed his “good works” to the “glorifying the 
Father which art in heaven”. We have built together, not an edifice of cement and 
wood, but a House of the Lord. 


On January 25, 1952, the cornerstone of the new church home of the First 
Lutheran Church was laid by our Pacific District President, Dr. H. L. Foss after 
fitting prayers and ceremonies. Behind that cornerttone, hermetically sealed in a 
copper box given by Mr, Arne Abrahamson, are two copies of the Bible, one in 
English and one in Norwegian; the history of the church; the constitution of the 
church; the catechism; a hymn boook; minutes of the last congregational meet- 
ing; a listing of those in command of our civil government and of our church gOov- 
ernment from national to local; and signatures of our present church officers. 


From the church records, from 1877 to January 1952, with only a few lapses 
where records were not kept, we find the following interesting statistics: 


Baptisms 2 ee aoe 1,131 
Contirmatitse -2si0= ee ae 507 
Couples tmarried ss. an ee eee 382 
Burials 525 2h) ee aa ee ee 643 


About a half dozen families whose names appeared in the records f 1 
to over seventy years ago still have active members in our present enuacnp ek 
number of great-grand children of Rev, Emil Christensen have been baptised and 
pon Se soars pace Bsc t paren Gulhaugen, confirmed here. is the only 
conlirmea member from here to be ordained into the minis ; 
this the church of their families for a half century, piipgereaety Spe MeN 


Today there are 151 family units in our church, Forty of 1 
F a . . . . 2 the 
members, Living in Astoria and the surrounding commie are “450, baptived 
members, of these 280 are confirmed and the voting membership is enrolled at 256 





Reverend and Mrs. Theodore Gulhaugen and Family 


In 1949 the Norwegian was finally taken from our official church title and we 
have since been known as the First Lutheran Church of Astoria, Oregon. 


As this goes to press we are looking toward the Day of Dedication of our 
beautiful new church and pray for God’s continual love and blessing through 
Christ Jesus, our Lord and Saviour. 


“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him; 
rooted and built up in Him, and established in the faith, as ye have been taught, 
abounding therein with thanksgiving.”—Colossians 2:6,7. 











Reverend and Mrs. Leonard Kutz 


MINISTERS, WHO HAVE SERVED OUR CHURCH FROM ITS FIRST 
BEGINNINGS IN 1877 TO THIS PRESENT YEAR OF OUR LORD 1953. 


Reverend Emil Christensen, 
1877-1879 

Reverend Ellefson 

Reverend Bull 

Reverend Carlson 

Reverend Hoikka 

Reverend Hagbart Engh, 1884 

Reverend Hove or Haave, 1890 

Reverend Levorsen, 1891 

Reverend Nissen, 1893 

Reverend Tonnesen, 1894-96 


Reverend O. M. Holden, 1897 

Reverend H. W. Sorenson 

Reverend Aaberg 

Reverend T. P. Neste, 1906-1921 

Reverend Carl Losen, 1921-1927 

Reverend M. A. Christensen, 
1927-1936 

Reverend Theodore Gulhaugen, 
1936-1948 

Reverend Leonard Kutz, 1948 

Reverend Hjalmer Storaasli, 1948 








Reverend and Mrs. H. Storaasli and Joanne 
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